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Our Pride
(James 1:9-11)

James the Apostle taught perseverance to the Jewish diaspora
scattered among the nations, no matter how difficult their lives
were because they believed in Jesus Christ. He started the
beginning of the letter with the truth of which God's blessings
would come with the wrapping of hardship that was wrapped.

"Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride
in their high position. But the rich should take pride in their
?umiliat)ion-since they will pass away like a wild flower (James"

1:9-10).

It seems to be clear that James was worried about a big gap
between the rich and the poor in the church. What does money
mean to us? Why does it become the absolute standard of life in
the world as well as in the church? The reason why is that many
people believe that money is power and that they are happy when
they have this power. But that is a wrong idea. In any degree,
we can see some people who live their life very unhappily even though they
have very much money. On the other hand, there are a number of people who
enjoy the bliss and live their life even though they do not have much money.

The economical blessing is clearly one of
the God's blessings. The ancestors of faith,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were rich, and
David, Solomon, Boaz, and Job were blessed
in a material way. Economical wealth is not
decisive as the fruit of the Gospel and is not
as important as the blessing that is given by
God. Moreover, material is not essential for
happiness.

"For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money,
have wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs" (1 Tim 6:10).

Money is not goodness and evil. If we
spend lots of money for goodness, that is
goodness, and if we spend money for evil, that
is evil. If worldly money is used by unbelievers,
it will be used for their pleasure and injustice,
and will be a tool of evil to make many people
unhappy.

"I know what is to be in need, and I know
what it is to have plenty. [ have learned the
secret of being content in any and every
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether
living in plenty or in want" (Phil 4:12).

The Apostle, Paul said that whether living
in plenty or in want, the happiness that we
enjoy has no relation with it. This is the
absolute happiness that the Bible says.

"Believers in humble circumstances ought
to take pride in their high position" (James 1:9).

Even the poor take pride in their high
position that they have in Jesus Christ. While the rich should lower
themselves by knowing that their possession is like flowers that fade easily
and wither grass.

My beloved Christians,

"Trust the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart"
(Psalms 37:3-4).

Psalmist requested that we should trust the LORD, do good, and enjoy
safe pasture, and take delight in the LORD.

Whether you are rich or poor, by living your life for the glory of God, I
sincerely pray that all of you will be the people of God in the name of Jesus
Christ.
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